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1 . IN PRESENCE OF TUNISIAN AMBASSADOR HEDDA, WHO HAD SAME 
INFO AS IN REF A, DEP ASST SECY VELIOTES, WITH HELP OF 
SENATOR BARTLETT, CONTACTED READING AND BATES BOARD 
CHAIRMAN BATES AT MIDDAY ON MAY 28. BATES SAID THAT LIBYAN 
MILITARY PERSONNEL HAD INDEED BOARDED DRILLING SHIP BUT 
THAT THEY HAD NOT BEEN INVITED, AND THAT FIRM HAD IMMEDIATE- 
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LY CONTACTED LIBYAN NATIONAL OIL CO. TO HAVE THEM REMOVED. 
LIBYANS HAD COMPLIED. BATES ALSO REASSURED VELIOTES THAT 
SHIP WOULD NOT COMMENCE ANY DRILLING OPERATIONS PRIOR TO 
SCHEDULED TUESDAY MEETING IN TULSA REPORTED IN REF B. 

2. IN ADDITION TO INFO IN REF A, HEDDA ADVISED THAT 
LIBYAN FONMIN TRAYKI HAD OFFERED TO COME TO TUNIS TO DIS- 
CUSS ISSUE EARLIER THIS WEEK, BUT ONLY ON UNDERSTANDING 
THAT J. W. BATES WOULD PROCEED TO DRILL. TUNISIAN 
AMBASSADOR IN TRIPOLI WAS INSTRUCTED TO REFUSE OFFER. 
LIBYAN OFFER HAD BEEN RENEWED ON MAY 28, WITH ADDITIONAL 
CONDITION THAT TUNISIAN PICKET BOATS BE WITHDRAWN. 

TUNISIAN RESPONSE WAS THAT FONMIN WOULD BE WELCOME IF 
LIBYAN WARSHIPS WERE ALSO WITHDRAWN, AND IF THERE WERE NO 
DRILLING OPERATIONS. (I.E., CURRENT RELATIONS ARE AT 
IMPASSE, BUT AT LEAST BILATERAL CHANNELS EVIDENTLY REMAIN 
OPEN.) 

3. HEDDA SAID PRIME MINISTER NOUIRA IS UNDER CONSTANT 
QUESTIONING, INCLUDING FROM DIPLOMATIC CORPS, ON WHY U.S. 
HAD APPARENTLY BLOCKED U.S. SHIPS FROM DRILLING FOR 
TUNISIA IN DISPUTED AREA BUT HAD NOT BLOCKED SIMILAR MOVE 
BY U.S. FIRM TO DRILL FOR LIBYA. HE URGED U.S. TO ISSUE 
PRESS RELEASE IN WASHINGTON TO SUPPLEMENT EMB TUNIS 
EFFORTS TO EXPLAIN OUR LACK OF LEGAL REMEDIES. WE DO 
NOT PLAN TO DO SO FOR THE MOMENT SINCE NEWS IS NOT YET 
REFLECTED IN THE U.S. PRESS, AND SINCE WE DO NOT WISH 

TO APPEAR TO BE PUTTING PUBLIC PRESSURE ON READING AND 
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BATES BEFORE MEETING NEXT WEEK. IN RESPONSE TO ANY PRESS 
INQUIRIES, WE WILL STATE THAT WE REGRET DECISION OF 
COMPANY TO PROCEED AGAINST OUR ADVICE. VANCE 
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